emerged by far the greatest of the dominant war
figures both in diplomacy and in war. The war in
Europe was expected to end soon. The less bloody
but more ruthless diplomatic and economic war had
started. The prospect for freedom for helpless na-
tions did not appear bright. It was at that time that
Mr. Bhulabhai Desai and Mr. Ldaquat Ali Khan (des-
pite the latter's denial of it) came to an agreement.
Both of them had secured the acquiescence of their
respective chiefs, again, in spite of denials from Mr.
Liaquat Ali.
As usual the Indian situation soon came to be,
re-dominated by Gandhiji. He exercised great self-
control and educated the Indian masses as well as the
bureaucrats to a new frame of mind by pointing out
that mass Civil Disobedience was altogether out of
question for the moment. The Sapru Committee
started its labours. The Rajaji formula which had for
the time given respectability to Pakistan began to
recede in importance. The public mind slowly turned
towards a recognition of the fact that a single Centre
was the supreme essential for India.
In Europe Russia went from triumph to triumph.
Free Poland was bartered away. So was the Atlantic
Charter so far as Eastern Europe was concerned. The
Democratic nations suffered an irretrievable collapse
when they practically gave a free hand to Russia in
"this region.
With the march of time, Lord Wavell came out
with a scheme for solving the deadlock. In March
1945 Dr. Khan Saheb the leader of the Congress party
in N. W. F. Assembly accepted premiership of the
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